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THE  LAND-GRANT  colleges  of  the  United  States  are  the 
forceful  embodiment  of  the  continuing  dedication,  new  in  his- 
tory, of  a  powerful  nation  and  its  resources  to  the  ideal  of 
educating  all  of  its  people  to  the  highest  level  of  their  ability. 

The  Land-Grant  Act,  under  authority  of  which  such  colleges  and 
universities  were  eventually  established  by  the  States  and  Terri- 
tories, was  signed  by  President  Lincoln  July  2,  1862.  Purdue  Uni- 
versity, Indiana's  link  in  the  coast-to-coast  chain  of  Land-Grant  in- 
stitutions, was  established  by  the  State  Legislature  in  1S69  and 
opened  its  doors  to  students  in  1874. 

•  The  mural  painting  in  the  west  foyer  of  the  Memorial  Center 
portrays  the  ideal  of  democratic  education  animating  the  accom- 
plishments and  philosophy  of  Purdue  and  her  sister  Land-Grant 
colleges  and  universities. 

At  the  extreme  left-hand  side  of  the  picture  toiling  figures  sug- 
gest the  condition  of  early  nineteenth-century  agriculture,  industry 
and  transportation.  These  activities  were  then  still  largely  carried 
on  by  the  direct  physical  efforts  of  men  and  animals.  Higher  edu- 
cation directed  towards  the  discovery  and  spreading  of  knowledge 
useful  in  everyday  life  did  not  exist. 

A  little  further  to  the  right.  President  Lincoln  is  shown  signing  the 
document  opening  the  new  era  in  American  education.  Representa- 
tive Justin  S.  Morrill  of  Vermont,  who  sponsored  the  "Act  donating 
public  lands  to  the  several  States  and  Territories  which  may  provide 


1  HE  mural  painting  in  the  West  Foyer  of 

the  Memorial  Center,  portraying  the 

"Spirit  of  the  Land-Grant  College,"  is  the 

gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Scholer  and 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Bruce  Stewart. 

"//  you  would  see  their  work,  look  about 
this  University" 
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THE  LAND-GRANT  colleges  of  the  United  States  are  the 
forceful  embodiment  of  the  continuing  dedication,  new  in  his- 
tory, of  a  powerful  nation  and  its  resources  to  the  ideal  of 
educating  all  of  its  people  to  the  highest  level  of  their  ability. 

The  Land-Grant  Act,  under  authority  of  which  such  colleges  and 
universities  were  eventually  established  by  the  States  and  Terri- 
tories, was  signed  by  President  Lincoln  July  2,  1862.  Purdue  Uni- 
versity, Indiana's  link  in  the  coast-to-coast  chain  of  Land-Grant  in- 
stitutions, was  established  by  the  State  Legislature  in  1869  and 
opened  its  doors  to  students  in  1874. 

•  The  mural  painting  in  the  west  foyer  of  the  Memorial  Center 
portrays  the  ideal  of  democratic  education  animating  the  accom- 
plishments and  philosophy  of  Purdue  and  her  sister  Land-Grant 
colleges  and  universities. 

At  the  extreme  left-hand  side  of  the  picture  toiling  figures  sug- 
gest the  condition  of  early  nineteenth-century  agriculture,  industry 
and  transportation.  These  activities  were  then  still  largely  carried 
on  by  the  direct  physical  efforts  of  men  and  animals.  Higher  edu- 
cation directed  towards  the  discovery  and  spreading  of  knowledge 
useful  in  everyday  life  did  not  exist. 

A  little  further  to  the  right,  President  Lincoln  is  shown  signing  the 
document  opening  the  new  era  in  American  education.  Representa- 
tive Justin  S.  Morrill  of  Vermont,  who  sponsored  the  "Act  donating 
public  lands  to  the  several  States  and  Territories  which  may  provide 


colleges  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture  and  the  mechanic  arts,"  is  por- 
trayed conferring  with  the  President.  In  the  background  the  figure 
of  education  pushes  a  curtain  of  ignorance  aside  and  holds  a  torch 
lighting  the  way  for  young  people  eager  to  enter  the  gate  of 
learning. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  gate  graduates  stream  out  over  .a  bridge, 
under  which  are  grouped  scenes  representing  the  various  fields  of 
endeavor  cultivated  in  the  Land-Giant  colleges:  Agriculture,  now 
mechanized  and  producing  an  unlimited  abundance  of  food  based 
on  new  understanding  of  the  life  processes  of  plants  and  animals; 
Engineering,  tapping  and  harnessing  enormous  new  sources  of 
power  for  man's  use  in  manufacture,  communications,  transporta- 
tion defens;  and  m  further  scientific  investigation  Science  with  lfc 
elaborate  physical  and  mathematical  apparatus,  engaged  in  basic 
studies  of  nature  from  which  new  technologies  of  the  future  may  de- 
rive; the  Liberal  and  Fine  Arts,  symbolized  by  the  lyre,  the  artist's 
palette,  the  masks  of  comedy  and  tragedy,  the  column  of  architec- 
ture, and  the  written  page  and  Janus-bust  of  literature  and  history. 

Energizing  this  whole  pursuit  of  knowledge  the  figure  of  truth 
emerges  at  the  top  of  the  picture  from  a  cloud,  crushes  the  mask  of 
falsehood,  and  draws  on  hard-won  and  subtle  information  from 
within  and  without  to  develop  the  modern  world-view  it  contem- 
plates in  a  mirror.  The  dotted  line  encircling  the  figure  of  truth  is  a 
coded  quotation  from  the  Roman  poet  Lucretius,  the  first  book  of 


whose  De  renim  natura  ends  with  a  statement  embodying  the  faith 
of  all  scientists  and  scholars: 

"For  one  thing  will  be  illumined  by  another,  and  eyeless  night  will  not 
rob  you  of  your  road  till  you  have  looked  into  the  heart  of  nature's 
darkest  mysteries.  So  surely  will  facts  throw  light  upon  facts." 

The  scenes  at  the  extreme  right  of  the  mural  suggest  the  material 
bounties  of  a  society  that  everywhere  seeks  the  well-being  of  indi- 
viduals, provides  varied  opportunities  for  education  and  invites 
their  intensive  use  by  many  persons.  A  ship  is  depicted  at  the  end  of 
the  rainbow  distributing  vast  quantities  of  consumer  goods— the 
products  of  energies,  skills  and  knowledge  fostered  by  the  Land- 
Grant  colleges— to  citizens  of  a  free  world. 

The  design  and  execution  of  the  mural  are  the  work  of  Eugene 
Francis  Savage,  noted  American  muralist.  Mr.  Savage  was  born  and 
spent  his  boyhood  in  Covington,  Indiana.  In  1912,  while  studying  at 
the  Chicago  Art  Institute,  he  won  the  Prix  de  Rome  in  painting, 
enabling  him  to  spend  three  years  in  Rome  at  the  American  Acad- 
emy. There  he  was  awarded  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree  in  1915.  Later 
he  received  bachelor  and  master  of  fine  arts  degrees  from  Yale  Uni- 
versity, where  he  taught  for  28  years.  Other  murals  by  Mr.  Savage 
may  be  seen  at  Columbia  and  Yale  Universities,  and  in  public  build- 
ings in  Indiana,  Illinois,  New  York,  and  Connecticut. 


".  .  .  all  moneys  derived  from  the  sale  of  the 
lands  aforesaid  by  the  states  to  which  the  lands 
are  apportioned,  and  from  the  sales  of  land  scrip 
hereinbefore  provided  for,  shall  be  invested  .  .  . 
and  .  .  .  shall  constitute  a  perpetual  fund,  the 
capital  of  which  shall  remain  forever  undimin- 
ished, except  so  far  as  may  be  provided  in  .  .  . 
this  act,  and  interest  of  which  shall  be  inviolably 
appropriated  by  each  state  which  may  take  and 
claim  the  benefit  of  this  act  to  the  endowment, 
support  and  maintenance  of  at  least  one  college, 
where  the  leading  object  shall  be,  without  ex- 
cluding other  scientific  and  classical  studies 
and  including  military  tactics,  to  teach  such 
branches  of  learning  as  are  related  to  agriculture 
and  the  mechanic  arts  in  such  manner  as  the  legis- 
latures of  the  states  may  respectively  prescribe 
in  order  to  promote  the  liberal  and  practical 
education  of  the  industrial  classes  in  the  several 
pursuits  and  professions  in  life." 

Land-Grant  Act  of  1862,  Sec.  4 
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